
Setting up a digital wallet is relatively straightforward and usually takes about 5–10
minutes. It’s best to manage the process before traveling, so you’re not trying to

enter card details in an airport or hotel lobby.
You’ll need:

Your phone
As many of your debit or credit cards as you'd like to add
Access to your bank’s app or text messages (for verification)

       
 The Process...

1.On an iPhone: Open the 'Wallet and Apple Pay' page. This will be found in your
Settings at the bottom of that screen.

2.On an Android: Open the Google Wallet app (sometimes labeled Google Pay
on older devices).

3.Tap the (+ Add Card) or (+ Add to Wallet) button.
4.Select Debit or Credit Card you want to add (only one at a time).
5.Use your camera to scan the card, or enter details manually.
6.Follow the prompts to verify your card (usually involves a text message or

banking app confirmation).
7.Once verified, your card is ready to use digitally.
8.The way that payments are managed is actually the same as if you were using

the physical card: you simply hold your phone over the store's credit card
machine. If you have added layers of security included (like Face ID or
passcodes) your phone will prompt you to use them. 
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What Is Actually Different Between iPhone and Android?
While the basic setup steps look similar, there are a few practical differences:

How you access it: On an iPhone, 'Wallet' has been automatically built into
the system and is findable in Settings. On Androids, Google Wallet is an
app that may need to be downloaded or updated from the Play Store.
Transit settings: iPhone allows you to set an "Express Transit" card that
works without unlocking the phone. Android allows similar transit
prioritization, but the location of those settings varies slightly by device.
Default apps: iPhone uses Apple Pay only. Android devices may allow
different payment apps, though Google Wallet is the most common.

In practice, both systems require NFC (contactless payment) to be enabled,
card verification through your bank, and a phone lock for security.

A Few Helpful Notes
Adding your card to a digital wallet does not cancel or replace your
physical card. You can continue using it in the usual way: inserting,
swiping, or tapping it. This setup simply provides an additional method.
You can store multiple cards, choose a default card, and even adjust
settings to prioritize certain cards for specific types of payments, such as
setting a transit card for public transportation. 
While the majority of credit cards are accepted for uploading on digital
wallets, some credit cards may not be. This is determined by the financial
institution that issues the card (e.g. your bank, credit union, credit
company, etc.) 
Contactless payments are widely accepted in airports, hotels, restaurants,
and transit systems. In fact, it is becoming difficult to avoid as more and
more businesses are prioritizing this method of payment over cash.
Make sure your phone has a passcode, Face ID, or fingerprint enabled.
This is required for security.

In short, the process is not complicated, and most people complete it in just a
few minutes. Once set up, using it is often quicker and more safe than pulling
out cash.
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