
How to Use the Map App on Your Phone

*A very basic, step‑by‑step guide*
While Apple and Android phones may have different looks to their native map
apps, they both function in the same basic way. The steps below will point out

when there are differences.  

1. Finding the Map App
All phones automatically have one of the main map apps installed already. They
are usually on your phone’s main screen (the Home Screen).  You are looking for a
small square picture (called an icon).

   Google Maps looks like:

   Apple's Maps looks like:

If you do not see the icon on your Home Screen, here is how to do a search for it:
1.Place your finger in the middle of the screen.
2.Gently swipe downward.
3.A search box will appear.
4.Type the word: Maps

Once you've found the app's icon, tap it to open.

2. What You Will See When It Opens
When the app opens, you will see:
     • A map covering most of the screen
     • A small blue dot (this shows your current location)
     • A long white or gray box (this is the search bar)
The seach bar may have faint words inside such as “Search here”, or it my have an
icon of a magnifying glass inside it.  Tap once inside this box to place your curser
there.

3. Typing a Location
After you tap the search bar, a keyboard will appear at the bottom half of the
screen. Type the name of the place you're heading to.  You could add a full street
address if you know it, a business name, or even do a generalized search for types
of places (like 'grocery store' or 'laundromat'). 
As you type, a list of suggestions will appear under the search bar. Select the one
you want by tapping it.  The map will move and show that location to you.
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4. Getting Directions
After you've added your destination, look for a colored button that says “Directions”.
Tap that button. 
(Apple's Maps automatically defaults to a button with an automobile icon)

5. Choosing How You Are Traveling
You will now see small pictures (icons) that represent:
     • A car (driving)
     • A walking person (walking)
     • A bus or train (public transportation)
Tap the picture that matches how you are traveling.  Then look for a bright button
that says:
     • “Start”
     • Or “Go”
Tap it once. 

6. Following the Directions
The screen will now show:
     • A bright blue line (this is your route)
     • A large arrow pointing toward the direction that you 're facing. 
      (Have fun experimenting with this...twist and turn yourself and watch how the arrow follows your movements!)
     • Words telling you the next turn
     • A distance number (for example: 200 feet or 0.2 miles)
If your phone’s sound is turned on, it will speak directions aloud. If you prefer it to be
silent, you can often adjust settings so that it will vibrate to indicate you have a turn
coming up.  If you miss a turn, do not worry. The app automatically adjusts and gives
you new directions.

If You Feel Stuck
Glitches do sometimes occur, and in big cities with tall buildings sometimes the app
is slow to respond. This may occur too when you're underground in a deep subway
station. If you feel stuck you can always close the app and start it up again.  

A Relaxed Way to Practice
1.Open the map app while you're at home or in a familiar place.
2.Type an address not far from where you are.
3.Tap “Directions” and choose the "Walking" option.
4.Experiment with following the indicators on the screen.  

Using digital maps is an excellent way to grow comfortable as you orient yourself to a
new city. As an added BONUS, the apps are good at monitoring traffic slow-downs
and incidents, and will often suggest alternatives to avoid them. Consider making

use of them as you explore on your own.
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